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ENRON VERSUS ARGENTINA: 
THE WEF IN NEW YORK CITY 


NEW YORK CITY, February 4, 2002 - 
- After several days of demonstra- 
tions--and over 200 total arrests-- 
Enron and Argentina were the two 
dominant poles of reference for the 
thousands of protesters in the 
streets of Manhattan in opposition 
to the Annual Meeting of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF). "They are 
Enron, we are Argentina!" was the 
popular chant today outside the 
offices of Andersen Consulting, the 
corporate accounting firm accused 
of "cooking the books" of the now- 
bankrupt energy conglomerate 
EnronCorporation. The protest 
moved to the nearby Argentine con- 
sulate, in solidarity with the 
recent anti-IMF rebellion in 
Argentina that has become a potent 
symbol of resistance to global capi- 
talism, and whose example res- 
onated among demonstrators in New 
York, Enron -- a WEF alumnus that 
was unceremoniously dropped from 
the exclusive 1000-plus corporate 
members of the Forum -- was tar- 
geted as an indisputable example of 
high level collusion by political elites 
and corporate executives. Dubbed 
the "White Executive Fiasco" on 
some placards and stickers, the WEF 


~ was reguiatly critiqued by demon- 


Strators for actively promoting 
similar political-corporate collusion 
for private profit at public expense. 

The days of protest against 
the WEF occurred under an enormous 
police mobilization in New York 
(which has a regular force of 
40,000 police). Permitted protests, 
including the main march of any- 
where between 10-20,000 people 
on Saturday afternoon, were con- 
stantly lined by rows of police, and 


Anti-WEF protestor in New York 


systematically corralled into a sti- 
fling single lane of traffic and 
crowded protest pens. An organizer 
remarked: "To hell with permits. We 
held out an olive branch and our fin- 
gers were broken." An antiquated 
anti-mask law, which dates back to 


1845, was used to target pro- 
testers throughout the week- 
end. Lines of police were placed 
in front of seemingly every 
Starbucks, GAP, NIKE as well 
as the many luxury stores and 
boutiques throughout midtown 
Manhattan, while ever-present 
overhead helicopters complet- 
ed the scene. 

There were three main 
arrest incidents on the week- 
end, all involving swarms of 
uniformed and plainclothes 
police surrounding protesters 
and attacking with billy-clubs 
and pepper-spray. The first 
mass arrests occurred at the 
legal demonstration on 
Saturday, when at least 150 
police mobbed demonstrators 
south of Central Park after 
most of the march was thinned 
out along what was to be a one- 
mile Jong procession of protest- 
ers. The police trap seemingly 
targeted a group of demonstra- 
@ tors carrying plexiglass shields 
painted with colorful images. 
Janick Lewis -- a 16 year-old 
high school student from 
Alexandria, Virginia who says 
he's “an anarchist, not a ter- 
rorist" -- was part of the 
shield group that was brusquely 
arrested by riot police and 
plainclothes officers. Released 
30 hours later, after detention 
at the Brooklyn Naval Yard that was 
used as a temporary prison, he was 
charged with “illegal assembly" at 
what was supposedly a legally per- 
mitted demonstration. In his words, 
the shields were intended both as 
signs and as a form of self-protec- 


tion: "We wanted to, if necessary, 
Protect protesters so our right to 
assemble would be respected." The 
twenty shields were painted with 
images of trees, and caricatures of 
corporate executives drinking mar- 
tinis on the ruins of the World Trade 
Center -- a reference to the gala 
black-tie party held by the WEF at 
the New York Stock Exchange on 
Saturday night. One shield depicted a 
hand holding a plant, with another 
hand reaching out and the caption 
below reading, "Pass it on." 
Despite the arrests, the 
paucity of media coverage (especial- 
ly when the protests did not turn 
"violent") and the enormous police 
mobilization, protest organizers and 
participants retained a sense of 
accomplishment. 
According to Eric Laursen of the 
Another World is Possible (AWIP) 
Coalition: "We showed the success 
of organizing a mass action, even 
after 9-11, without resorting to 
leaders, bosses or hierarchies." The 
decision to protest openly on the 
streets of New York, in an explicit- 
ly anti-capitalist and anti-war 
protest, attracted many thousands, 
and countered the conventional wis- 
dom of the inappropriateness of 
protesting in New York City months 
after September 11. L.A. Kauffman, 
a longtime New York-based radical 
journalist: "It was confrontational 
enough just being on the streets." 
For more info, check http://nyc.indy- 
media.org. A previous article, "Capitalists and 
Anti-Capitalists" is available at: 
Attp://nyc-cache.phillyimc.org/ 
front.php3?article_id=17426] 


STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT IN B.C. 


Just as Ontario did a few years 
ago, the government of Brittish 
Columbia is planning to hire the 
Accenture consulting firm to 
review its welfare system. 
Accenture is the firm that suppos- 
edly saved Ontario $360 million by 
eliminating “welfare fraud” and 
overpayments to welfare recipi- 
ents. They can’t really be said to 
practice what they preach howev- 
er. The average salary of 
Accenture consultants is 6-times 
that of their government counter- 
parts and Accenture somehow man- 
aged to get the government to pay 
$1.4 million in expenses for which 
they had no receipts. They definite- 
ly aren't eating at McDonalds. 
Among other things, 
Ontario hired Accenture to set up a 
computerized welfare system. The 
government of British Columbia 
wants to do exactly this. While they 
plan to cut welfare 50%, they 
present the new computerized wel- 
fare system as some sort of magi- 
cal solution. No longer will people 
have to deal with those annoying 
social workers! Just enter your PIN 
into a machine. This might sound 


fine, especially to anyone who has 
had to deal with all the bureaucracy 
separating you from your welfare 
cheque, but it is another way of 
reduce us to a number, in the eyes 
of the state, not to mention, a way 
of getting rid of a lot of unionized 
government workers in the welfare 
offices--workers who just might on 
occasion treat you like a human 
being, a fault that is remedied by 
using machines. This system, which 
should be in place by July of this 
year, will be worked out and run by 
private enterprise. Hello cutbacks! 
The government of Brittish 
Columbia acknowledges that there 
may be cuts to aid to single moth- 
ers, for example, a limit imposed 
on the amount of time someone can 
be on welfare, as well as mandito- 
ry job-training sessions for 
welfare-recipients. Finally they 
are even thinking of forcing wel- 
fare applicants to look for a job 
for three weeks before applying 
for welfare. Three weeks is a 
long time, especially if they fall 
at the end of a month, or if you have 
children. 

While the government is 


cutting welfare, paradoxically, 
they are also cutting jobs. They 
plan to let 11,700 government 
employees go over the next three 
years. These job cuts mean a 
reduction of government services 
by an average of 25%, and as much 
as 50% in some ministries. The 
government assures the population 
that these 11,700 people are not 
just being let go, some of the jobs 
would have disappeared on their 
own as people retired or left volun- 
tarily. The exact number of people 
who would have lost their jobs 
would be 3,500. So after a simple 
calculation we come up with 8,200 
retirements and voluntary resigna- 
tions. One would think the govern- 
ment of British Columbia could use a 
course in math if it wants to screw 
over its population like that. 

Here are a few examples of 

what these cuts mean: 1.9 
billion cut from government 
spending (to balance the 
budget, of course); the clo- 

sure of more than a third (24 

of 68) of the province’s courts (of 
justice, not tennis); the closure of 
8 correctional facilities--the pris- 


oners will just be squeezed into 
other prisons--of course the 
repression can’t be stopped; a 
revision (upward) of tuition, which 
had been frozen for 6 years; and ` 
changes to the criteria for eligibili- 
ty for welfare (for example: single 
parents will have to work as soon 
as their yougest child is three 
years old). Finally, British 
Columbia is trying to eliminate the 
poor--oh, | mean  poverty--by 
slashing social programs. It is on 
its way to joining Ontario and 
Alberta as one of the most repres- 
sive and anti-poor provinces in 
this, the best country in the whole 
world. 

Thus, we must continue to 
fight for the destruction of the cap- 
italist system and of 
the stinking states 
that it creates! 


To all community groups, unions, women’s organizations, 
student associations and political groups; to everyone who 
is struggling for social change! 


Mobilizing against 
the G8 Leaders’ 
Summit in June 


Next June 26 and 27 in Kananaskis, a small village in the 
mountains of Alberta, the leaders of the 7 most industrialized 
countries in the world will be holding their annual meeting. The 
summit is considered one of the most important of its kind. 

This year, the summit takes place at a very particular 
conjuncture: first of all, for the last three years, we have 
witnessed an unprecedented rise in grassroots protests 
against these kinds of economic summits. This global uprising 
includes rebellions in Ecuador, Bolivia, and recently, in 
Argentina. It also encompasses the huge demonstrations 
against the G8 in Genoa, Italy, which resulted in the death of a 
comrade last July. Moreover, using the pretext of the “war 
against terrorism”, the events of this past September have 
paved the way to a troubling expansion of all sorts of repres- 
sive measures: quasi-fascist laws, a huge increase in the 
resources of the “forces of order”, disinformation cam- 
paigns, etc. Finally, the United States is experiencing an eco- 
nomic recession that touches the entire Western world. 

The “elected” CEOs of the main capitalist countries of 
the planet are, therefore, coming together in this repressive 
context with always the same and firm intention of coordinat- 
ing their tools of oppression and extending their imperialism. 
These heads of state behave like vultures that gather to share 
stolen treasure, to the detriment of 90 percent of the world’s 
population and to the total detriment of the environment. 

For us, the G8 meeting is a singular moment to assert 
loudly and clearly our total refusal of this economic and social 
order that benefits a small handful of exploiters. The divide 
between us and them is larger and larger, more and more dis- 
tant and, as always, totally unacceptable. 

As was the case in Quebec City last April 2001, we 
believe it is necessary to do everything we can to ensure the 
next meeting of the global leaders of capitalism is also the 
occasion for grassroots and popular movements to be heard. 
Actually, the next meeting of the G8 must give rise to a peo- 
plesf response as strong as during the Summit in Quebec City. 

As the CLAC (the Anti-Capitalist Convergence of 
Montreal), we are now making it our priority to react to this 
convention of killers. We are hoping to participate in the widest 
possible mobilization that will reflect the essence of social 
struggle. Our action plan will be detailed during our next gen- 
eral assembly this March 6. 

For the moment, we are organizing for two days of 
anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist actions on June 26 and 27. 
The city of Ottawa, the national capital of the host country of 
the G8 meeting, seems to us to be the best choice in our region. 
It doesn't lack for important political and economic symbols. 
As well, its central location has the advantage of concentrat- 
ing, with the widest solidarity possible, activists throughout 
the region. Our mobilization capacity regionally is clearly 
greater for Ottawa than for Alberta. 

Of the two days of action, the first aims to encourage 
different forms of protest and revolt. For the second, the pri- 
ority is on organizing a large unifying anti-capitalist and anti- 
imperialist demonstration. However, for us, such an event can 
only take place with the active involvement of interested 
groups and persons working together in a non-authoritarian 
way. 

We will take advantage of the next few weeks and 
months to undertake an extensive campaign of popular educa- 
tion and of mobilization on the issues of the G8 meeting. By 
doing so, we aim to oppose capitalism, imperialism, patriarchy 
and all forms of oppression, while asserting our positive 
vision of mutual aid, direct democracy and solidarity. 

As part of our campaign, we will organize our first 
action this coming April 27 while the G8 Labor Ministers will 
be in Montreal to prepare for the June meeting. 

This letter, therefore, is a callout to everyone. In the 
face of growing misery and the total disregard of politicians, 
let us make the upcoming G8 meeting a moment for heightened 
struggle and the consolidation of our networks of resistance. 


In solidarity, 


The members of the Anti-Capitalist Convergence (CLAC) 
Montreal, January 2002 

Telephone : 514-409-2049 

E-Mail : clac@tao.ca 

Web : http://www.tao.ca/~clac 


Capitalism is all about acquiring 
capital--profit. 


Well, the rich pay their workers very 
little and take the products they 
make and sell them for a profit. 


It works out well 
for the rich. 


But why work 
under such 
conditions?, 


Yes. The rich make all the 
economic decisions, and try 
to maximize their profit. 


Because the entire economy is 
controlled by private individuals. 


Capitalism only produces things to be 
sold--commodities. Producing for people 
who can't buy is inefficient. 


What if people need 
something that they 
can't pay for? 


Then we have the 
police and the army. 


And if the poor 
don't like.it? 


With the rise of feminism, woman's situation 
has changed dramatically in a few decades. We 
can now be entire person, not subordinate to a 
husband. There are now many of us on the labor 
market and our wages are becoming more equi- 
table compared to men’s. 

Is that equality? Personally, | find that 
equality dubious! 

Indeed, we can see that we are more 
accepted on the labor market but traditional 
female roles, for their part, remain depreciat- 
ed. As always, the capitalist regime puts 
emphasis uniquely on work productive of capi- 
tal. As a matter of fact women who stay home, 
who are doing work. as useful as if they had a 
paid job, are not considered as much important 
as people who are producing cash, goods or 
$aleable services. To have value to society, we 
must be cast in the traditional male mold of cap- 
italist production. We are not accepted as 
women equal to men, but as individuals who 
finally become plus-value producer and who can 
now be considered as valuable because to be 
worthwhile you must produce! 

if the struggle for women’s equality had 
fixed all problems outside of the working 
sphere, exploitation of women's bodies would 
not be so flagrant. Of course women at home 
aren't considered to be minors anymore, and | 
don't want to diminish the fact that we have 
acquired autonomy over the past couple of 
years but the bill on pay equity has not eradi- 
cated pornography, prostitution and sexual 
assaults! What I'm trying to say is that econom- 
ic autonomy is not a real equality and that a lot 
of male behaviors (and female also) don't 
reflect genuine equality. 

We will not be equal to men, not until we 
have complete control over our bodies and that 
male abuses and patriarchy cease to be. 

To be integrated to capitalism is not 
equality! 

Anyway, ! don't want to be integrated 
by the job market, I'm anti-capitalist! Instead, | 
propose that all women and men work to disin- 
tegrate capitalism. After, we can talk about 
real equality and not just between sexes, but 
also for each and every individual! 


The "8 mars noire" committee invites 
you to a demonstration, friday the 8th of march 
2002. 

The meeting will be at 
4pm at Philipps Square (metro 


V- 
3 XE 
McGill). 


OM b a) 


Operation Solidarity 


A dayof workshops 
and 
discussions on: 


-security and awareness culture in the 
activist community. 

-the history of resistance to police and 
state repression 

-organizing political self-defense in 
immigrant communities. 

-fighting back against attacks on immi- 
grants and refugees. 

-sustained support for prisoners. 
-organizing and acting in solidarity. 


March 2 
1710 Beaudry (Metro Beaudry) 
Workshops: 12- 6pm 
Dinner: 6-7pm 
Panel 7-9pm 


The CLAC was formed in 
march 2000 to bring a radical 
and non-reformist opposition 
to the April 2001 Summit of 
the leaders of the Americas 
that took place in Quebec 
City, and to reinforce local 
resistance struggles. The 
CLAC is anti-imperialist, 
autonomous, decentralized, 
non hierarchical and anti-cap- 
italist. To reach us, call 
(514) 409-2049 (voice mail) 
or clac@tao.ca. 

Our web page is: www.que- 
bec2001.net. 


The next two CLAC general 
assemblies will be at L’x 
(182 St. Catherine E) at 7pm 
on March 6 and March 27 


